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paper nearly transparent, which had been thieved
from Schwarzkoppen's pigeon-hole in the porter's
lodge. It was a schedule outlining a second and
unrecovered missive* Detailed information was
promised regarding a device for checking recoil in
field-guns, the French programme of mobilization
against Germany, recent artillery manoeuvres, plans
of an expedition then afoot for the conquest of
Madagascar and the field artillery's manual of fire.
On September 24 Colonel Henry submitted the
memorandum to his superior officers.

There is small basis for supposing that these men
were at first actuated by more sinister motives than
stupidity and prejudice ; though later, when it
appeared that the honour of the French army and
Republic was involved, they stopped at nothing to
fasten guilt upon a man by then known to be
innocent. Even Colonel Henry can scarcely have
recognized the bordereaux penmanship ; he would
otherwise have suppressed a document so perilous
to an accomplice and potentially to himself. During
1876 Esterhazy had served with Henry in the
Intelligence Section, They were friends to the
extent that the latter owed the former for sums
borrowed. It is doubtful that one knew the other
to be a German spy ; Schwarzkoppen concealed
even from Panizzardi the identity of his informers.
From a study of the epistle two conclusions were
reached, both erroneous : first, that the writer was
a member of the General Staff; and second, that
he was an artillery officer. With the field thus
circumscribed, suspicion pointed necessarily to